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What is Staging? 
 
When homeowners decide to put their homes on the market 
the properties they’ve lived in effectively become products.  
Especially given today’s market conditions, homes will 
compete against a large inventory of available homes.  In 
the current buyer’s market it’s extremely important to make 
a listing stand out. 
 
To catch the attention of homebuyers, sellers need to:  

·  Make the first impression of the home positive and 
inviting  

·  Enable buyers to envision themselves living in the 
home  

·  Show the full potential of the home  
·  Make the home visually appealing for online listings 

 
Sellers need to Stage their homes with the assistance of an 
Accredited Staging Professional.  
 
Home staging is professionally preparing homes for sale, so 
they appeal to the most buyers and generate the highest 
price in the least amount of time on market.  Staged Homes 
traditionally present themselves better than the competition 
by being clean, clutter-free, and ready to show to 
prospective buyers.  
 
Home Staging is NOT decorating, fluffing, interior design 
or redesign.  Instead, Home Staging is detailing, de-
cluttering, depersonalizing and preparing a seller’s home to 
give it a “model home” appearance so the potential buyers 
can “see” themselves living in the home.   
 
An Accredited Staging Professional (ASP) is a dedicated 
Professional, who has studied, learned and mastered the 
proven and powerful techniques of staging homes.   
 

Diana Sjuts 
Realtor, e-Pro 

Coldwell Banker Devonshire Realty 
Urbana, IL 61802 

Office: 217-378-7482  
WWW.DIANASJUTS.COM 

Email: diana@dianasjuts.com 
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Market Recap 
 

I am having a great spring and hope you are too.  Business 
is really taking off. Stats show that our market is heating 
up. As of May 19th, the Champaign County Association of 
Realtors Multiple Listing Service showed 1,953 active 
residential listings. The spring market is healthy and more 
buyers are in the market.   
 

As a buyer if you missed taking advantage of the tax credits 
you should still find a very good supply of homes available 
to choose from. While inventory is high, most prices have 
been stable. Mortgage rates remain low and FHA and 
conventional financing remains readily attainable 
 
As a seller, expect slow traffic for a while, followed by a 
gradual return to somewhat normal levels of buyer activity 
as we get farther past the end of the credits and regular 
activity should continue beyond that time. 
 
Champaign County tends to enjoy a more stable market 
than most due to our base of employment being primarily 
with the University of Illinois and healthcare facilities.   
 
It is a great time to trade up or buy your first home. More 
opportunity exists than in the previous 5 years to find the 
right home at the right price with low mortgage rates. 
 
Call me if you have any questions about the market, or if you 
or someone you know is ready to make a move.  
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Flag-flying holidays 
 

NewYear’s Day Flag Day Veteran’s Day 
Lincoln’s Birthday Independence Day Pearl Harbor Day 
Washington’s Birthday V-J Day Christmas 
Armed Forces Day Labor Day Thanksgiving 
Memorial Day State Admission Day 
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 Quotables 
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Guidelines for Displaying the Flag 
 
 
 
 
1.  The flag of the United States should be flown daily 

from sunrise to sunset in good weather. The flag may 
be displayed 24 hours a day on patriotic holidays or if 
properly illuminated. 

2.  The flag should not be displayed on days when the 
weather is bad, except with an all-weather flag. 

3.  The flag should always be flown on national and state 
holidays and on those occasions proclaimed by the 
President. On Memorial Day, the flag should be half 
staffed until noon. 

4.  The flag should never touch anything beneath it, nor 
should it ever be carried flat or horizontally. 

5.  It should never be used as apparel, bedding, drapery, 
or decoration, nor for carrying or holding anything. 

6.  It should never be fastened, displayed, used, or stored 
in such a way as to be easily torn, soiled, or damaged.  

7.  The flag should not be draped over the hood, top, 
sides, or back of a vehicle. When a flag is displayed 
on a car, the flag's staff should be fixed firmly to the 
chassis or clamped to the right fender. 

8.  The flag or its staff should never be used for 
advertising purposes in any manner whatsoever. Nor 
should any picture, drawing, insignia or other 
decoration be placed on or attached to the flag. 

9. The flag should not be embroidered on personal items 
nor printed on anything designed for temporary use 
and discarded. However, a flag patch may be affixed 
to the uniform of military personnel, firemen, 
policemen, or members of other patriotic 
organizations. 

10. When the flag is so worn or soiled that it is no longer 
suitable for display, it should be destroyed in a 
dignified manner, preferably by burning.�
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12 Ways To Clean With Vinegar 
 

1. Deodorize the sink: Pour 1 cup baking soda, followed by  
1 cup hot vinegar, down the drain. Let sit for at least 5 
minutes and then rinse with hot water. 

2.  Remove stickers or labels: Cover the sticker with a 
vinegar-soaked cloth. Let it sit overnight—it should slide 
right off by morning. 

3.  Clean the fridge: Use a mixture of half water, half vinegar 
to wipe down the interior shelves and walls. 

4.  Remove soap build-up and odors from the dishwasher: 
Once a month, pour 1 cup of vinegar into an empty 
dishwasher and run the machine through its entire cycle. 

5.  Bust oven grease: If you’ve got grease spots on the oven 
door, pour some vinegar directly on the stains, let it sit for 
15 minutes, and wipe away with a sponge. 

6.  Clean the shower door: Spray them down with vinegar pre-
shower, or post to remove hard water deposits. 

7.  Remove stains in coffee cups: Create a paste using of 
equal parts vinegar and salt (or in lieu of salt, baking soda) 
and scrub gently before rinsing. 

8. Treat Tupperware stains (and stickiness): Wipe the 
containers with a vinegar-saturated cloth. 

9. Remove stains on aluminum pots: Boil 1-cup vinegar and 1 
cup water. 

10. Deter ant infestations: Spray outside doorways and 
windowsills, and anywhere you see a trail of critters. 

11. Clean grout: Pour on some vinegar, let sit for a few 
minutes, and buff with an old toothbrush. 

12. Clean a grimy showerhead: To get rid of scum, fill a Ziploc 
with ½ a cup of baking soda and 1 cup vinegar and tie it 
around the showerhead. Let it sit for an hour, until the 
bubbling has stopped. Remove the bag and run the 
shower 

 Critter Corner  
Weird animal facts 
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1000 Pheasant Circle, Savoy 
$159,900 

 

Fabulous space inside and out. 3 
bedroom, 2 bath with 2 car garage. 
Split bedroom floor plan featuring 
open great room with cathedral ceiling 
and brick fireplace. Updated eat in 
kitchen with new flooring and 
appliances. Large partially covered 
deck with access from great room and 
master bedroom.  Mowing, snow and 
trash removal are provided. 

2118 Briarhill, Champaign 
$167,900 

 

Beautiful views of the 18th hole at 
Lincolnshire Golf Course. 3 bdrm, 
2.5 bath. Wall of windows shows 
off, mature trees, great view and 
deck. Natural light throughout the 
open floor plan. New carpet on first 
floor, tile throughout entry, kitchen, 
bath and utility. All appliances, 
washer & dryer included. Large 
laundry rm with cabinets, counters. 

526 James, Tolono 
$114,000 

 

First floor condo with great location 
and condition. Great room with gas 
fireplace. Open kitchen with good 
storage and black appliances. 
Separate laundry room. Master with 
walk-in closet and sliding door to 
porch. Covered access to garage just 
across porch. All kitchen appliances, 
washer dryer, window treatments 
and porch shade stays.  
 

1610 Sangamon, Champaign 
$144,900 

 

3 bdrm ranch with nothing to do but 
move in. Remodeled down to the 
studs in 2007 so everything in this 
home is just 3 years old and energy 
efficient. Sits on a great lot with 
mature trees, nice patio and large 
garage. Kitchen features upgraded 
fixtures, tile backsplash, island and 
stainless- looks great! Convenient 
location near shopping, school and 
restaurants.  
 

2239 Churchill, St. Joseph 
$159,900 

 

Loads of space in this 3 bedroom 3  
bath ranch with full finished 
basement and 2 car garage. Living 
room with brick wood burning 
fireplace open to kitchen and dining. 
2 additional bedrooms in basement 
as well as family room and 
den/exercise room. Situated on a 
large lot with field behind, nice patio 
and landscaping.  
 

 

2492 CR 2095E, Thomasboro 
$94,900 

 

Cute 2 bdrm bungalow in small town 
of Flatville. Newer roof. Siding, 
windows 2004. Furnace, central air 
2006. Updated kitchen & hardwood 
floors in 2006.2 car garage with new 
doors. Original hardwood under 
carpet.  All kitchen appl, washer and 
dryer stay. Generator in garage and 
fitness center in basement will stay 
as well. Prairieview-Ogden grade 
school. 
 

 

 
 

Featured Listings 

SOLD 
Price Reduced 
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$2.00 off any lunch or 
dinner purchase of  

$10 or more 
 

$3.00 off any lunch or 
dinner purchase of  

$20 or more 

Buy a gift card of $20 or more  
and get an extra $5 free 

 

Diana Sjuts 
DianaSjuts.com 
2702 S. Boulder Dr. 
Urbana IL  61802 


